To many who are interested in the clinical teaching of the Scottish universities it has long seemed clear that this subject was not being given the place it deserves in the curriculum. It has been felt that in this we were behind the American and continental schools, to our disadvantage. There is now, however, a prospect that the defect will be remedied in the near future, for a recent ordinance which makes the study of the diseases of children compulsory on all students of medicine will come fully into force within the next two years. It seems, therefore, not out of place to say something to justify this addition to the task of the already hard-worked student, and to make a few suggestions as to how and where and when it can be most profitably presented to him.
Firstly, then, as to what the subject comprises. From this necessarily short course the student has to learn a number of things which will be of the greatest use to him in his future practice, although he hears little or nothing about them either in the University lecture-rooms or in the Infirmary wards. A brief summary of them may be given as follows :? 1 Only students who have completed the work which is allotted to the fourth winter session?that is to say, students during the last 15 months of the curriculum?should be allowed to take out Recent Advances in Medical Science the " Clinical Course of Diseases of Children," and only a third of the available students should be permitted to attend in any one term, so that the clinical classes may be kept as small as possible. In studying sick children the amount learned is generally in inverse proportion to the number of students in the class.
In concluding, another much-needed reform must be mentioned. As matters stand now, the students know that they will certainly not be examined clinically 011 almost any of the special subjects taught in the Children's Hospital. This knowledge has naturally a most unfavourable effect on the degree of attention which many of them give to the work. Were a certain proportion of the candidates sent to the Children's Hospital for part of their final clinical examination this evil would very soon be entirely removed.
